| | i |l |
i

B bl

! Approjved For Releasg 2000/09/11 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000500450079-3

|
) ‘1 y.,8. 0fficials Only
‘ \
# i | ‘ ‘ ~ SECRET

-x @ -

T
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCF AGENCY

INFORMATION REPORT 25xia

C(TUNTRY China
SUBJECT Indicatiops of Mobilization for Kcrean War/
Attitude <‘>f the k‘eople Toward the War
25X i
PUACE ACQUIRE 1A :
{8 SOURCE)

SOURCE)

/% April 5.

d
8
1
‘] DATE ACQUIRED
8y
oA DATE DISTR.

TE (oF INFO.)Prior to June 1951

25X1X

1. 1In Hsu Chov, one of the chief indications of mobili‘za.tion for the Korean ‘
War we observed was the increased propagonda ctmpaign among the civilian ‘

| population. There‘ wns ever. more emphasis on the paaceful intentions of

} the Chinese Communists than previously and more claims that the US was

i militaristic. Aa\this propaganda program 1ntcnaif13d, more and sore seg- | 25X1X

ments of the population were forced to contribute to 1t. [N ‘ 25X1X

# was required to make a speech SEX1X
backing up the Communist Party line. She manageu to 25X1X

avoid difficulty with the Communists and still keep her censcience clear

by speaking on ’che] general thesis that UB mothars were Just as anxious to ‘

keep out of war as] Chinese mothers. In other words , she conformed outwardly

to the Communist l:!.ne that comuon people in the US \did not vant war and

that the war was ‘olnly based on the machinaiions of ‘Wall Street.

2. In 1949 not long a.fter the Communists came into the Hsu Chov ares, they
initiated a program for enlisting young men into the Chinesc Air Force.
Many who er‘liuted\ did not end up in the air aerviea but merely in the
Chinese Army. ’I‘he‘ pressure of this program on the ‘young mer was very heavy
although outwerdly it was merely an appeal to theiz potriotism. There were
e number of cases| of young men who finslly succumbed +0 this pressure and
wented to enlist. Surprisingly encugh, however, there were also several |
cases, where such enlistment would have worked o hdrdohip on the young men's
families, in vhich the mothers of the young men were able to persuade the

“ Commur.ist authoritiea to release their sorc. By nnd large, hcwever, the

students did not truat the promises offored by the COmuniaw ng&\uthggprosram
| w:m not too nucceasrul. gUBJE v ., .‘
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Communists had been very successful in obtaining
young men with uo perticular| education from rural areas for iﬁf&ntry duty.
I was told that in some part§ of Shantung one cculd rardly see eny young
men in the villages. 0bviou§ly the reection of the inhéhitanqs‘of such
villages was very bitter since the loss of the services of thq young men
meant & radical depletion of|the labor force and it was not possible to run

the ferms.

3. Prior to this, however, the

|

As I wave seid one of the Tirst indications we had of meiliz&Fion for the
war and the first result of the war itself was the stepping up‘of the pro-
pagundse cempzign. The pressﬁre on all parts of Chineseisociety was great
and ull parte of the society'were continually faced with the question
"What are you doing for the ver effort?" Obviously the:answerito this question
was & very delicate matter fqr Christianu because of the very peculiar
position they were in urier the Communist regime. There was no regulation
prohibiting the existence of |Christian churches but every attebpt was nade 25X1X
to discredit them. The best [proof I have of this 25X1X

was the |story told me during the 25X1X
summer of 1950. At this .iug he had occasion to take a train trip and
round himself in the = .. cuy with a group of young Chinése who, 1t appeared
from their conversation, werc returning from & school for Communist political
administrators. They were dilscussing the various points%they had bLeen
taught in the school and vere obviously unawere tkat my friend|wss e Christian.
He was very interested to hear them say, when the discussion came to vhet
the attitude of o political administrator should be toward Christians,
that the officiul doctrine wds "never obviously use forcé uguihst Christians
but wait until the ChriStian# themselves tlake some position which can be
interpreted as illegel or unpatriotic.” In order to avoid the|charge of
being unpatriotic, Christian bhurches had to take some action ;n support
of the war effort and to do tﬁis and still retain their spiritgul integrity
vas, of course, & very diffichlt job. In addition to the pressure of this
sort there was also continuing pressure during the war for finTncial con~

tritutions to the war effort.

5. At the time the Korean War bipke out we were receiviag in Hsu chow the
Shanghuai Daily News, an Engligh-language newspaper publighed iq Shanghai.
On the day after the war started this paper carried a news sergice report
datelined Tokyo to the effect|that the North Koreans hadgattacged the South

Koreans whereas the Chinese Communist papers huad clailued {the opposite.

25X1X
25X1X
25X1X

We mentioned what
we had rexd in the Shanghai paper and they said that they had rot actually
belicved the Chinese Communist accounts of the attack and were 'glad to have
their opinions confirmed. Leaving political consideration out of it, it
wus, of course, very difficult for intelligent people to believe that the
South Koreuns hud aitacked thé liorth Korecns when the war waa beirng fought
in South Korew. Obviocusly, however, this disbelief of the Coumunist
interpretation of the atteck &as politically very unhealthy and few people

discussed it for fear of reprisal. Educated people in China have an unusual

amount o1’ common sense, howev%r, and I believe that very faw Ve%e convinced
by “he Communist press. :
25X1X | 25X1X

. AG the wur went on, any of the people
were for the war with the posdible exception of the Communist soldiers them-
selves who of course recited the 1.ropagends line. Burprtbinslyienough, tawever,
they were quite soft in their |dealings with the people. This 1p itself was a
kind of propuganda aimed at guining the support of people}who hgd previously
been victimized by the Chinese satilonalist soldiers. T‘e%communist soldiers
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P .. .claimed "We haven't even taken a needle from the people,” A comon reaction

: to this stetement, hwever, was “Uo,] they. don't take needles because they.
L are not vorth taking.” The. Communist scldiers were, hovever, cuite pleasant
t . and did attempt to ingratiete: themselves with-the people with whou they were
? ° billeted. The result vas that the people said th&t the soldiers weren't so
bad but cnly the politicians who came later. Iithink that.it would he safe
to say that although they didn't. like soue. 02, the thine,a that the Hationalists
did t‘.uy feared the COmmuniats more, |
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